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A WORD FROM THE MINISTER OF REDNAL

DEAR FRIENDS OF REDNAL, WELCOME TO
 

In Christ and St. Philip Neri,

Piper Road that we would like to share with you. 
     Caring for a 34-bed house and 87-acre property is no
easy task. Over the years, we have been blessed to work
with Ron and Joann Keyser. Through their efforts,
Rednal has been transformed from a small farm house
to a sizable retreat house, where so many – Oratorians,
students, and lay faithful – have found rest and solace.
We are deeply grateful for their thirty years of service.
     An exciting development this year is the arrival of our
new caretakers, Matt and Hannah Ketcham. Matt and
Hannah have big plans and fresh ideas, and we are
excited for this new chapter!
    Heading into the spring semester, Rednal's schedule
was packed with retreats. While January and February
saw these move ahead as planned, March saw Rednal
become a place for quarantine, repairs, and property
improvements. 
    

retreats due to the pandemic, we were still able to
provide retreats for the Catholic men’s and women’s
houses: Tilbury, the Fratican, the Manor, and Talitha.
Working with students within the “pods” in which they
already live allowed us to continue to safely offer our
students retreat opportunities. Each house used their
weekend to grow in communal charity focusing on
themes such as community, brotherhood, zeal, and
Divine Providence. 
    On the last page of this newsletter are the words of
several students witnessing to the impact of Rednal in
their lives. When I was a student, retreats and events at
Rednal punctuated my spiritual growth during college.
Now I can speak for all Oratorians and students that the
place is truly a blessing. 
    It takes a lot to care for Rednal and to send students
on retreats. We are especially grateful to all our
benefactors who ensure Rednal remains a blessing for
years to come!
 

the first ever Rednal Newsletter! Even with
     all the craziness of the past year, so many
 good things have been happening at 1685 

    Although this past fall saw a dip in the number of 



Fr. Peter led The Manor on a retreat on "Divine Providence"

Fr. Stephen led Tilbury on a retreat on "Divine Intimacy"

Fr. Stephen led a weekend retreat with the Fratican

January 14–16 + CMU FOCUS missionaries  spend
a few days at Rednal planning for the Spring
semester.

January 17–19 + Fr. Peter leads the current and
future students living at the Manor on the theme
"The Desert Fathers."  

January 24–26 + Fr. Joshua leads the current and
future students of Tilbury go on a retreat on the
theme of "Zeal."

January 31–February 2 + Fr. Stephen leads a
general retreat on the spiritual life for all
interested students.

February 7–9 + The current and future students of
the Fratican gather at Rednal for a community
building retreat.

February  22  + The Oratory hosts a very successful
Rednal Benefit.
 

February 28–March 1 + Fr. Michael leads a general
retreat for all interested students. 
 

March 30–April 3 + Fr. Peter spends time at
Rednal and works on several projects, including
rewiring the lighting in  the  barn.
 

May–August + Fr. Peter spends many days working
on patio repair, groundhog abatement, shrub
removal, pond repair, rewiring electrical switches,
installing confessional indicator lights, dishwasher
installation, drywall installation, drywall repair,
painting, weeding the mulch areas, power-washing
the front of the barn, repairing the barn doors,
wiring light fixtures, and general cleaning.
 

October 1 + Matt and Hannah Ketcham begin
working at Rednal as caretakers.
 

October 9–11 + The Manor (picture) attends a
retreat led by Fr. Peter.
 

October 17–18 + Tilbury (picture) spends a
weekend on retreat learning about the deeper parts
of the spiritual life with Fr. Stephen.
 

October 24–26 + Rednal hosts several families,
who explore the possibility of cultivating a
community of Catholic farming families.
 

October 31 + After thirty years, Ron has his last
official day working at Rednal. 
 

November 6–7 + Fr. Peter leads Talitha (picture) on
a weekend retreat.
 

November 13–16 + The Fratican (picture) spends a
weekend retreat with Fr. Stephen.
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Fr. Peter led Talitha on a retreat on "Christian Motherhood"



INTRODUCING 
MATT AND HANNAH KETCHAM

      This October, Matt and Hannah Ketcham, with
their two boys, Leo and Cyril, moved to Ligonier
and began working as the new caretakers of
Rednal! In addition to maintaining the house and
property, they have ambitions to begin sustainable
farming at Rednal, and to introduce new
generations of retreatants to the beauty of God's
creation in chickens, pigs, and goats. Needless  to
say, we're looking forward to next year's barn
dance and pig roast!
    Matt and Hannah worked together as FOCUS
missionaries at Pitt and have since continued to be
involved in our campus ministry (Hannah recently
gave talks at two of our retreats). They are
extremely excited to share in the mission of the
Oratory, and to serve in a place they already
consider a spiritual home. We are deeply grateful
for God's providence in bringing them to Ligonier.

In April, we rewired the barn with new indoor and outdoor light fixtures.

Ron's last project was redoing the roof over the porch in October.

Before

After Fr. Peter repaired water damaged
and cracked drywall, Matt and Hannah

repainted the chapel .

After

This summer, we repaired the barn doors
and powerwashed the front of the barn.



“One of my favorite
retreats occurred during
my sophomore year, in

which I was reminded of
my identity as a beloved
daughter of the Father.”

Maura Hilsey, 
Pitt Graduate

“The peaceful atmosphere
at Rednal helps me to

break from my always-busy
mindset and put more

focus on God.”
Ray Galeza, 

CMU Grad Student

“The most beautiful thing I’ve 
ever seen was the celebration of 

the Mass in Rednal’s chapel,
specifically when the consecrated

host was raised up and you could see
Christ and the beautiful Ligonier
scenery that the Lord created.”

Kaitlin Hudak, Pitt Senior

“Without the opportunities that I have
been given to attend retreats and other

events at Rednal, I don’t know what I
would be like today. In the Spring of

2019, I attended Fr. Stephen’s Retreat on
the Interior Life, which completely
changed my spiritual life forever.”

Billy Snow, Pitt Graduate

“Rednal is a place I find peace in the midst
of the stresses of college and daily

challenges. It's a place where I am able to
finally rest and contemplate God’s

goodness amongst the beauty that is there.”
Cristina Law,  Chatham Grad Student

“Every retreat or event that I 
have attended there, has allowed

me to de-stress and grow as a
person, make friends, and develop
a deeper relationship with God.”

Aaron Keehen, Pitt Junior

Be on the lookout for this year's fundraiser, 
the Rednal Raffle, on March 6, 2021!


