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The Church is not a Museum  

There is a great danger today of our churches 
becoming museums and suffering the fate of 
museums: if they are not locked, they are looted.  
They are no longer alive.  The measure of life in 
the Church, the measure of her inner openness, 
will be seen in that she will be able to keep her 
doors open, because she is a praying Church.  I ask 
you all therefore from the heart, let us make a new 
start at this.  Let us again recollect that the Church 
is always alive, that within her evermore the Lord 
comes to meet us.

! ! ! (Continue on back page)

Only the Praying Church is Open by Pope Benedict XVI 

THE PRESENCE

“THE FRUIT OF LENT SHOULD BE 
THAT WE BECOME ONCE MORE A 

PRAYING CHURCH ”



The Eucharist is God as an Answer  

The Eucharist, and its fellowship, will be all the 
more complete, the more we prepare ourselves for 
him in silent prayer before the eucharistic presence 
of the Lord, the more we truly receive 
Communion.  Adoration such as that is always more 
than just talking with God in a general way.  But 
against that could then rightly be voiced the 
objection that is always to be heard: I can just as 
well pray in the forest, in the freedom of nature.  
Certainly, anyone can.  But if it were only a matter 
of that, then the initiative in prayer would lie 
entirely with us; then God would be a mental 
hypothesis - whether he answers, whether he can 
answer or wants to, would remain open.  The 
Eucharist means, God has answered: The Eucharist 
is God as an answer, as an answering presence.  
Now the initiative no longer lies with us, in the 
God-man relationship, but with him, and it now 
becomes really serious.  That is why, in the sphere of eucharistic adoration, prayer attains a 
new level; now it is two-way, and so now it really is a serious business.  Indeed, it is now not 
just two-way, but all-inclusive: whenever we pray in the eucharistic presence, we are never 
alone.  Then the whole of the Church, which celebrates the Eucharist, is praying with us.  
Then we are praying within the sphere of God’s gracious hearing, because we are praying 
within the sphere of death and resurrection, that is, where the real petition in all our 
petitions has been heard: the petition for victory over death; the petition for the love that is 
stronger than death.

The Fruit of Lent should be deeper Prayer

In this prayer we no longer stand before an imagined God but before the God who has 
truly given himself to us; before the God who has become for us Communion and who thus 

frees us and draws us from the margin into 
communion and leads us on to resurrection.  
We have to seek again this kind of prayer.  The 
fruit of Lent should be that we become once 
more a praying Church and, thereby, an open 
Church.  Only the praying Church is open.  
Only she is alive and invites people in; he offers 
them fellowship and at the same time a place of 
silence.

Only the Praying Church is Open


