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The following excerpt is taken from a talk given by Father Nicholas Buttet, Moderator of the 
Eucharistein Community, St. Maurice, Switzerland at an event called Adoratio 2011 that brought 
together an international array of prominent Cardinals, bishops, clergy, religious and laity to celebrate 
and explore the connection between Eucharistic Adoration and Evangelization.  Fr. Buttet’s article is 
entitled “The Eucharist,  Adoration and Healing” and in the following section speaks of how the 
idolatries of the modern world can only be overcome by the prophetic Adoration of the True God.  

A Tragic Distance from the Heart of God

“The tragedy of today’s world is its distance from the Heart of God. . . We live in a world that 
has lost hope and so which has fallen into both serious sins that are the caricatures or the 
opposites of hope: presumption and despair.  Humanity hovers between presumption - wanting 
to save itself, by succeeding in its science, its technology, in this ideology of perpetual progress, 
where salvation would be the end of this progress; we lost the radiant future, with globalization 
remaining with us.  It is believed that through this man will succeed in creating a world of 
happiness and perfection: a tragic mistake - and conversely, despair: a depressive society plagued 
by non-sense.  Standing between them is the crest of hope:  Abba, Father, Our Father Who art 
in heaven.  
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Adoration:  True Revolution Against Idolatry 

“ALL THE IDOLATRIES OF OUR 
MODERN WORLD, CAN ONLY BE 
CHANGED BY THE PROPHETIC 
ADORATION OF THE TRUE GOD.”

THE PRESENCE



The Need for Prophetic Witnesses to Hope 

In Eucharistic Adoration, by the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit that flows from the Eucharistic Heart of 
Christ, we are called to enter into the mystery of our 
dignity as children of God - childlike confidence, in the 
language of a child, not in words but in the filial 
attitude towards the Father.  We must become what 
we are due to our Baptism.

Humanity, thanks to Eucharistic Adoration, can 
prostrate before God present in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament.  I quote here the deeply moving homily of 
Benedict XVI on the feast of Corpus Christi in 2008:

‘Kneeling in adoration before the Lord.  Adoring the God of Jesus Christ, who out of love made himself 
bread broken, is the most effective and radical remedy against the idolatry of the past and of the 
present.  Kneeling before the Eucharist is a profession of freedom: those who bow to Jesus cannot and 
must not prostrate themselves before any earthly authority, however powerful.  We Christians kneel only 
before God or before the Most Blessed Sacrament because we know and believe that the one true God 
is present in it, the God who created the world and so loved it that he gave his Only Begotten Son.  We 
prostrate ourselves before a God who first bent over man like the Good Samaritan to assist him and 
restore his life, and who knelt before us to wash our dirty feet.  Adoring the Body of Christ, means 
believing that there, in that piece of Bread, 
Christ is really there, and gives true sense 
to life, to the immense universe as to the 
smallest creature, to the whole of human 
history as to the most brief existence.’  

That’s where I think we find the source 
of the true revolution against idolatry.  
The world which is not in Adoration is 
necessarily idolatrous.  Man can not 
help but adore!  The Adoration of false 
gods: ego, money, power, sex, all the 
idolatries of our modern world, can 
only be changed by the prophetic 
Adoration of the true God.
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